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ARCA (ICONIC FORM)

This aspect of the Lord's vydha is also referred to
by Parasara in the VSB{ under the name arcftasmd kumbha
no.640-641) and also in his SRJS (H.74-75). The word
arcita is explained as 'one who has assumed the
arcavatara \ Explaining the salient features of this form,
Parasara states that it is not beyond the reach of men
like the para-foirn, nor is it limited to a particular time
or place like the vibhava-s. It is always visible to our
eyes at all holy places and temples and even in our
own homes. Its innermost secrecy should be ascertained
through the Pancaratra- texts and Smrti-s and Purana-s.
Quoting from a Pancaratra-t^xi Parasara states that one
who prepares a pleasant idol of Lord Visnu with silver,
gold etc., and worships it after proper installation, will
have all his sins removed. He attains Brahman having
that very form which he worshipped on earth. In His
area-form the Lord is totally dependent on the arcaka
(priest) and bears with all the inconveniences, and pleases
His worshippers by His magnanimity and easy accessibility.

THE CONCEPT OF SRi

Laksmi or Sri, the eternal consort of Visnu is not
only the source of all prosperity but also a bestower
of the power of poesy. Reference is made to the sadgunya
in connection with Laksmi also. Since She is the
co-performer of the Lord's duties (sahadharmacarim),
Parasara speaks of Her role in the cosmic activity, namely
creation, sustenance and destruction also. Since everything
is common between Her and the Lord, She is also said
to wield the five weapons. She accompanies Him in all
His avatara-s24' The Lord does everything to please Her